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1. Why do we assess
learning?



Why do we assess learning? Which
motives do we have to do so?



2. Why is failure 
essential to learning?



Reflect on failure

Which experience of failure 

has helped you to learn

something important?

What conditions were present 

that helped you to keep on 

learning at that time?



What is your role as a teacher to help 
students who are not yet reaching to
targets? 



Why is failure essential to learning?
Learning to 

Swim

To speak English

To bake a cake

Write and read

…

Always goes along with failure. 

And with a teacher that guides 

towards to target

Also applies to 
citizenship education

- discuss respectfully,

- read & understand a difficult
tekst 

- relate actuality to events in 
the past,

- use political concepts
correct in a writing task,… 

Students need trial & 
error



3. The power 
of feedback
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Collect data Analyse needs Plan approach

Where

am I?
What do I 

want?



The power of feedback

Feed forward: 

bridging what is, and what is desired

Feedback

Where am I?

Feed up

Where am I going 

to?

e.g. You want students to:

Use the concept of the “rule of law” in a writing

task,… 

e.g. You want students to:

Listen to each others arguments in a discussion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqh1MRWZjms&t=251s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqh1MRWZjms&t=251s


A linear approach to learning

Instruction Excercise Assessment

Summative
assessmente.g. examinations, writing

task, portfolio, activity



A cyclical approach to learning
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Formative
assessment

Summative
assessment

(Slim differentiëren, p. 82)

excercise

Feedback 

excerciseassessment

instruction



E.g.: 

- You use an exit ticket at the end of the 
lesson to check whether your students 
have mastered the learning objectives you 
have pursued  

- You want them to apply ideas on freedom 
of speech to an actual newspaper item. 

- Next lesson the exit ticket helps you to 
further discuss freedom of speech with 
your students. Based on this, you divide 
the students into subsequent lessons in 
groups by readiness.

A cyclical approach to learning



A complex learning goal: give them trial & error

27/10/15

I want my students to:

- Using critically historical sources

- Compose a writing task: use causal reasoning;



A linear or a cyclical approach to
learning?

Instruction Excercise Assessment

Summative
assessment

e.g. examinations, writing
task, portfolio, activity

excercise

Feedback 

excerciseassessment

instruction

Formative
assessment

e.g. specify criteria; 
provide a model, 
collectively discuss the
model, allow students
peer feedback,…



The power of feedback

Feed forward: 

bridging what is, and what is desired

Feedback

Where am I?

Feed up

Where am I going 

to?

e.g. You want students to:

Use the concept of the “rule of law” in a writing

task,… 

e.g. You want students to:

Listen to each others arguments in a discussion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqh1MRWZjms&t=251s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqh1MRWZjms&t=251s


5. How can we use
formative assessment 
in CE?
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(Formative) assessment of CE: challenges and possibilities 

• Are learning goals of CE achieved and how can students grow further? 

• Advantages of formative learning for CE: 

i. Participatory assessment: students can state what they find important as citizens and evaluate as such

ii. More opportunities for frequent feedback 

iii. Stepping away from only assessing knowledge (as is done mostly now, Veugelers & de Groot, 2019)



Main challenges?  
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• Lack of assessment methods, 

examples, and resources 

• Accuracy and non-biased assessing 

levels of CE competence, skills, 

knowledges, and attitudes 

• Acknowledgment of CE as relevant for 

the schooling, the student’s education 

and learning outcome in the discipline 

subject (teachers, students&parents) 

• Integrating CE in discipline subjects 



Main challenges (2) 
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• Summative vs formative assessment

• Lack of time

• Challenges for CE in society mirrored 
as challenges for the teachers to work 
targeted with CE-competence  
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Main challenges (3) 
• How to communicate CE-

competence in formative and 
appropriate ways to students? 

• How to make cross-subjects 
collaboration in democratic 
citizenship education feasible for 
the teachers? 
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Possibilities • Students should experience CE, so not merely 
teach CE

• Necessary to observe a lot since CE is not easily 
measurable

• making feedback on CE visual, combine CE with 
Dutch, evaluate more orally

• It is recommended that cooperation between 
schools and museums is supported by the state, so 
that students do not have to pay for tickets for study 
visits (as some parents can't afford that).

• Due to the possibility to study or work abroad and 
be part of a more globalized world, students have 
not only the opportunity, but also the responsibility 
of communicating with people from cultural and 
national backgrounds that differ from theirs.



6. Conclusion



Conclusion

1. Failure is essential to learling

2. Targets of citizenship education, need trial 

and error

3. Feedback loops stimulate students’ 

learning

4. Formative assessment is about knowing

where your students are, and helping to

know how to get them where you want 

them to.



Synthesis: What is the
take-home message of 
this talk?
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1. Pair: exchange thoughts with a neighbour.

2. Share: ask questions or share remarks in 

plenary if needed.




